The Right Nation: Notes for Discussion
Introduction: The text’s central aim is to examine the rise of the ‘Right’ in the United States since the 1950s, and thereby explain their current (and probable future) dominance of American culture and politics. 
The book is divided into four sections; history, anatomy, prophecy and exception. In this discussion about both the rise of the American Right, and the possibility of such a resurgence in ‘liberal’ Europe, and specifically, Britain, it would be first useful to discuss how exactly America is the ‘exception’.
(John will discuss the book and his perception of American exceptionalism).
Examining the rest of the sections;
History & Anatomy:
To what extent is American Conservatism directly contrary to its British, and European, manifestations? 

John and Adrian argue that of Burke’s six tenets of Conservatism, three are enhanced within American Conservatism (suspicion of state power, a preference for liberty over equality, and patriotism), and three are contradicted (belief in institutions, scepticism about progress, and elitism). Which of these six phenomena

· still dominate British Conservative thought?

· Are still relevant to modern Britain?

Are the authors correct to suggest, for example, that ‘it is hard to imagine Mr. Reagan ever subscribing to Michael Oakeshott's belief that "to be conservative ... is to prefer the familiar to the unknown, to prefer the tried to the untried, fact to mystery, the actual to the possible ... the convenient to the perfect, present laughter to utopian bliss"?
‘From a European perspective, American traditionalism has a bit too much democracy millenarianism and not quite enough noblesse oblige’. 

· In being a grass-roots movement, rather than of the establishment.

Has ‘American Conservatism embraced a great chunk of classical liberalism?’ i.e. in its absence of featly to institutions, and to a lesser extent, traditions?

Is that fundamental characteristic of American Conservatism – Individualism – absent from its British counterpart?

Prophecy:

‘It is worth admitting that the conservative movement's two main crusades against big government and moral decay have so far been more successful as rallying cries than as policies." To what extent has the Right’s crusade to shrink the size of government been successful? Indeed, is the wholesale shrinking of (federal) government possible? Or are all political parties, regardless of their ideology prone to the corrupting privileges of power?

Reagan vetoed things. Bush has not. How are they different, as conservatives? Is it the cost of a narrow electoral victory in his first term, or it is the fiscal manifestation of ‘compassionate conservatism’? Is ‘government no longer the problem’?
Does the Conservative movement carry within it the seeds of its own demise?

· The unstable coalition of ‘religious moralists and small-government activists’?
· Its unwillingness to criticise corporate corruption, indecent C.E.O. remuneration, and the politics of personal destruction?
· Its creeping intolerance in a diverse nation?
From the perspective of the Conservative authors of Direct Democracy, the bible of the new localism, do the ‘powers...reserved for the states respectively’ in the US, ensure a greater faith in democracy?

The success of the Right in the United States is, in part, a result of extraordinary grass-roots organisation. 

· Do similar organisations exist within the United Kingdom?

· Are there political issues of sufficient import to galvanise such a groundswell?

If it is true to say that American Right gained pre-eminence when the failures of big government liberalism coincided with a spirited, mainstream defence of Conservative doctrine, i.e. smaller government, does the likely over-reach of the current British Government over the next five years present such an opportunity?

Britain has a Conservative history. ‘Disraeli once remarked that the British Tory Party’s best chance of success lay in creating a “property-owning democracy”. Is the creation of an ‘investor-class’ a necessity for the revival of the Right in Britain?

