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Discussion notes

Introduction

We are all aware that life expectancy has increased dramatically over the past 200 years.  This had been achieved through improved public sanitation and the elimination of many diseases, to the extent that everyone in society is living much longer than our ancestors.  Michael Marmot shows this in great detail, but digs a little deeper.  He demonstrates that life expectancy in a developed nation is not evenly spread through all social classes and that the variation doesn’t follow income levels but follows a status gradient – two individuals with the same income can have two differing statistical life expectancy based on the type of job, or even when the job is the same, the social background of an individual.  
To address this inequality he argues for more health expenditure for lower status people to raise their life expectancy.  Moreover, he argues that when health expenditure is shifted from a high status person to a lower status the gain in life expectancy by the latter is greater than the loss in life expectancy for the former.  He uses this as a basis to redistribute life expectancy.
Discussion
Is this gradient in life expectancy a surprise?

Who is to blame for this life expectancy?

Can this gradient be flattened?

Should the gradient be flattened?

Is such a redistribution of health resources moral?
