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State Of The Union
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Europe's much-vaunted "Lisbon Agenda" - which was supposed to make the EU the world's most competitive and dynamic economy by 2010 - has been put on hold.
The European Commission has instead decided to concentrate on the more modest but crucial target of delivering more jobs and growth.
Governments pay lip service to the need for growth and the necessity of reform: But just how much has each nation done to modernise Europe's economy?
Free market think-tank The Stockholm Network has just published a country-by-country guide to the EU's 25 nations. There are horror stories, such as in France, where activist judges force companies to rehire staff laid off months or even years ago. But in general, and in particular in central Europe, reforms pioneered by Britain in the 1980s are having a positive effect on growths and employment.
The report is downloadable for free in three parts. Visit the Stockholm Network's home page for details.
