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PRESS RELEASE
23 February, 2010 – For immediate release
 

Stockholm Network calls on health policy makers to acknowledge and solve the problem of substandard medicines
 

The dangers of substandard medicines are being ignored and policy makers must do more to ensure that patient safety is maintained.
 

“Most policy makers are aware of the problem of counterfeit medicines but much less attention has been paid to the issue of sub-standard medicines, even though the risks to patient safety may be just as high, says Helen Disney, director of the Stockholm Network, a think tank which has a new report on substandard medicines. 
 

“This issue is not just one that affects developing countries. Especially now that global supply chains bring medicines quickly and easily from one country to another, sub-standard medicines can reach European patients too. While safety regulations may look good on paper, several countries are still failing to meet the required standards and the consequences for public health are worrying. Regulators need to take a closer look at what is happening on the ground”.
 

Unlike counterfeits, which have been much more widely discussed, substandard pharmaceuticals have been legally authorised for manufacturing and, more often than not, approved for market and sale by a national or regional drug regulatory authority. Despite this, these medicines do not meet the required quality or safety requirements for that particular drug or treatment, compromising safety and efficacy.
 

Citing examples and case studies from China, India, Brazil, Argentina and Turkey, the report, “Keeping Medicines Safe”, demonstrates the lethal effects which counterfeit and substandard drugs can have on public health and shows how bad, non-existent or unenforced regulations can play a serious part in this process. It recommends that policy makers and regulators acknowledge the problem of substandard drugs and improve the regulation of drug manufacturing and the enforcement of good manufacturing processes.
 

The Stockholm Network will present the findings of its report at a conference in Brussels today. Speakers include report author Dr. Meir Pugatch, Director of Research of the Stockholm Network and Senior Lecturer at the University of Haifa, as well as Peter Pitts, President of the Center for Medicine in the Public Interest; Gustavo de Freitas Morais, Partner of Danneman Siemsen and Professor of Law at Getúlio Vargas Foundation; and Dr Alphonse Crespo, Executive Director and Founder of Medicine and Liberty. 
 

Notes to Editors:
 

The Stockholm Network is a pan-European think tank and network of policy experts:
www.stockholm-network.org
 

Read the report:
http://tinyurl.com/KeepingMedicinesSafe
 

The launch of the report will take place at 12.30-2.30 on 23 February 2010 at the Renaissance Hotel, Brussels. A follow up webinar will take place on 10 March at 3pm (for more details, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/SNWebinar). To register for either of these events please email: safemedicines@stockholm-network.org.
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